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NIU Libraries

Founders Keepers
Upcoming Events
 August 17: Supervisors’
Workshop
 August 22: Fall classes
begin
 Sept. 5: Labor Day
(Libraries closed)

Libraries Committee Book 2016-17
The Libraries Committee Book for 2016-17
is now posted under
“Committees” in Blackboard. You will find
standing, elected, appointed, and ad hoc
committee charges and
membership listed in

this document. Check it
out!

added, please contact
Renee Kerwin at
rkerwin@niu.edu .

Another feature of
Blackboard that is being used is the Calendar (under “Tools”). If
you have an event that
you think should be

Reflection Room Policy
A policy to guide the
usage of the Reflection
Room has been developed, and the core of it
will be posted in the
Reflection Room, along
with a sign indicating
which classification
numbers correspond
with areas of philosophy and religion in
which users might be
interested. The policy is
this:
“The following policy
has been designed to
ensure the availability
of the Reflection Room
FML102A for its intend-

ed purpose: to provide
users and staff with
quiet space for individual reflection, meditation, or prayer.
Usage of the Reflection
Room:
1. The Reflection
Room’s intended use is
for individual reflection,
meditation, or prayer. Those seeking to
study will find available
learning spaces
throughout Founders
Memorial Library.
2. All devices, such as
cell phones or computers, must be turned off
or in silent mode.

3. Users may not store
or leave materials or
items in the Reflection
Room.
4. A quiet, respectful
atmosphere is to be
maintained at all times.
5. More than one individual may use the Reflection Room at a
time; however, no individual may interfere
with the Room’s use by
another.
6. The window blinds
must be left open at all
times.”
It is hoped that these
few rules will encourage the room’s use for
its intended purpose.
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Library
Workshops in
Myanmar, by
Hao Phan
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In July 2016, I went to
Myanmar to teach two
library workshops at the
University of Yangon and
Yadanabon University,
as part of the Myanmar
Librarian Training Consortium project funded
by the Henry Luce Foundation. Twenty library
staff from the University
of Yangon and other
universities located in
Yangon attended the
first workshop from July
4 to 8. Thirty library staff
from Yadanabon University and the universities
located in the Upper
Burma region, about
400 miles from Yangon,
attended the second
workshop from July 11
to 15. Each workshop
lasted five days, including three days for lectures and two days for
me to work with the local libraries on their ongoing digitization projects.
As indicated by the
name of the workshops,
"Library Digitization: Activities and Best Practices," their aim is to provide basic knowledge in
management and technical practices for digitization. Teaching materials were drawn from
multiple sources. Among
them were the guidelines of the Federal
Agencies Digitization
Guidelines Initiative,
"Digitization Activities,
Project Planning and
Management Outline,"
"Technical Guidelines for
Digitizing Cultural Heritage Materials," the British Library's "Guidelines
for Photographing and
Scanning Archival Material," Cornell University's

"Moving Theory into
Practice, Digital Imaging
Tutorial," NIU's "Data
Dictionary," and the University of Chicago's
"Guidelines for Use of
Dublin Core." Each workshop also contained a
hands-on section in
which I showed the participants how to use
digital cameras and flatbed scanners to digitize
still image materials.
Library digitization, and
digitization best practices in particular, are new
concepts to libraries in
Myanmar. For example,
the majority of the workshop participants had
no prior experience in
using DSLR cameras
and scanners for digitization; the library at the
University of Yangon had
scanned thousands of
their precious palm-leaf
and paper manuscripts
as JPEG at only 200 PPI;
and when using a camera to digitize newspapers, a project that had
been carried out for
years, the staff at this
library also shot images
as JPEG under poor
lighting conditions. For
most of the participants,
attending these workshops was their first
opportunity to receive
some training on library
digitization.
The workshops were
well received, not only
by the local library staff
but also by the administration of the two universities where the
workshops took place.
At Yandanabon University, which has signed an

MOU with NIU, the opening ceremony of the
workshop was attended
by the Rector, two Provosts, and the entire faculty of the Library School
(which is the largest
library school in the
country).
At Yadanabon University, in addition to the
workshop, I gave a two
hour talk about NIU Libraries, describing the
services and collections
available at our institution. I encouraged the
local librarians to collect
government documents
and other primary
sources that might be of
interest to scholars in
America. The talk offered a general understanding about academic libraries in America
and how libraries in Myanmar could collaborate
with libraries in America
in meeting library needs
of Burma Studies scholars.
The Myanmar Librarian
Training Consortium
project aims to assist
academic libraries in
Myanmar in improving
their professional status
after decades of operating in declining conditions due to the isolation
of the country from the
rest of the world. For
NIU, an institution with a
strong Burma Studies
program, this project
also seeks to gain access to research materials in Myanmar for our
students and faculty.
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Workshop at Yandanabon University

Workshop participants and university administrators at Yandanabon University

Workshop participants and library administrators
at University of Yangon

Workshop at University of Yangon
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Getting to Know...Taylor Swank
I began working here in
January of 2013 as a
student. I started out in
the Preservation section
of Technical services,
doing odds and ends,
and eventually working
with mending. Most of
the time that I worked
here as a student I was
taking classes and working two jobs, which was
more than a little stressful. So when I moved to
the Cataloging section in
October 2015 as a fulltime employee, I was
elated.
I catalog the juvenile
materials, and I also do
member copy cataloging. It was a pretty big
transition, but I like it
here. And I really like
working only one job,

especially a job that I
love. The juvenile cataloging is probably my
favorite—we have all
kinds of fun books.
There are days where I
really miss working in
mending, but cataloging
is great too, even when I
feel totally out of my
depth. Most of the time,
the library feels like a
second home!
In my off hours, I tend to
do a lot of reading (a
whole lot of manga, at
the moment) and a lot of
TV watching (currently
I’m trying my best not to
binge-watch
“Continuum” on Netflix).
I occasionally dabble in
knitting and candle making, and when inspiration strikes I like to

make my own cosmetics. I also enjoy playing
video games when I
have some extra free
time.
Over this past weekend
my boyfriend and I
moved to a new apartment where we are allowed to have pets. Naturally, we adopted a cat
immediately. Three days
later and our apartment
is covered in tufts of fur,
with bits of cat food
strewn around the food
bowls. His name is Virgil,
and he likes chin
scratches, flinging his
food across the room,
and long naps under the
bed. The soundtrack of
our apartment is currently “meow”, played
on repeat for hours.

NIU Yearbooks in Regional History, by Cindy Ditzler
One of the most treasured keepsakes for any
alumni is their school
yearbooks. Northern
Illinois University’s Regional History Center/
University Archives has a
complete set of the
Norther, NIU’s yearbook.
These become quite
popular during the summer when our alum visit
the campus for class
reunions. Fond memories return as we read
the messages written in
the yearbooks by friends
and teachers.

These messages are
often clues used to decode what the lives of
college students were
like during their school
years. For instance, Dorothy Hitchcock writes in
Ruth King's 1922 Norther about the composition of the class song.
"You surely saved the
day for us when you collaborated with L. Frye to
write our class song."
This type of information
is difficult to locate in
official university documents.

In Elsa Ann Fischer
Browne's 1931 Norther
"Thelma" writes a farewell as she was unable
to enroll in the classes
she needed to continue
her education. "Here I
was going to spend 6
more weeks with you
and I just can't get the
subjects I want. Cheer
up it wouldn't be me if I
didn't make some kind
of a mistake." Some
things do not change
over time as this is an
issue students still encounter to this day.
(Cont’d on p. 5)
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NIU Yearbooks, continued
However, these yearbooks provide much
more than just a trip
down memory lane. The
yearbook or absence of
one could also reflect
what was happening
around the world. In
1918, to show support
for their fellow students
serving in WWI, the senior class raised $800 to
buy a fully equipped
ambulance through the
American Ambulance
Corps in France instead
of publishing a yearbook.
The Norther is also used
on a regular basis for
research on the history

and growth of NIU. The
yearbooks contain wonderful portraits of the
students in addition to
photographs of the campus, student activities
and sports. Literary efforts, jokes, a calendar
of annual events, and
affectionate accounts of
those who taught at NIU
also fill the pages of
these historical treasures.
The University Archives
is contacted regularly to
help families with their
genealogy. The actual
student records, transcripts and grade rolls
are not open to the pub-

lic. The only resources
available to help patrons
often times are the yearbooks, student directories, course catalogs
and commencement
programs.
But what about the
alumni who do not have
a yearbook? For NIU
graduates it often meant
a trip to the University
Archives to view our
copy. To better help
alumni, students, and
the NIU community, the
University Archives, in
collaboration with the
Library’s Digital Initiatives, scanned the

Norther yearbooks and
made them available online
at: http://rhc.lib.niu.edu/
islandora/object/rhcua%
3A36. Each yearbook can
be searched by name or
word. The staff of the University Archives still enjoy
visits from our alum. However, if travel is not possible
you now have an alternative.
The University Archives has
duplicate copies of all the
yearbooks except for the
1977 volume. If someone
has one available that they
would like to donate, we
would be happy to accept
the donation.
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Getting to Know...Sarah Holmes
Greetings! My name is
Sarah Holmes and I am
the new Music Cataloger. I hail from Believeland (AKA Cleveland, Ohio). Other than
my library degree, I have
two degrees in flute performance, and I am a
piccolo specialist. For
those of you who aren’t
classical musicians this
roughly translates to: I
am a flutist who enjoys
playing the tiny, evil, earpiercing instrument that
many other flutists
wouldn’t willingly touch
with a ten foot pole. I
was an active freelancer
in the Cleveland area,
mostly playing in pit orchestras for professional, community, and
youth theatre, and subbing with local ensembles. I also performed
with the Sounds of Sousa Band of the Western
Reserve, which allowed
me to feed my guilty
pleasure of playing Sousa marches on piccolo.

Though I have recently
started this new career
path in the library field, I
do not intend to stop
being a professional
flutist. I am sure I will
find many performing
opportunities in the area.
Beyond my music activities, I am an avid knitter.
I worked in a yarn shop
for a few years, where I
taught classes and created my own designs. I
love knitting lace and
collecting sock yarn. I
also enjoy genealogy
and research my family
tree whenever possible.
I especially enjoy graving
– which is slang for wandering around cemeteries for hours looking for
an ancestor’s grave only
to discover you walked
by it six times without
realizing. Back in Cleveland I played 2nd base
on a softball team called
the Lefties (we were all

righties…), I hope to find
a team to join out here.
I have two kitty dependents—a 2 year old brother and sister bonded
pair, Mac & Tosh. Mac
(grey) loves blue toys,
and opening cupboard
doors and drawers.
Tosh (grey tabby) loves
bugs and playing with
water.
As for books, my favorite
genres are science fiction (especially steam
punk), fantasy, and historical fiction. I enjoy YA
books, but do read
adult, too. My favorite
series are: Finishing
School, by Gail Carriger;
Outlander, by Diana
Gabaldon; and,
Graceling Realm, by
Kristin Cashore.
I am excited to be here
at NIU cataloging music!
Make sure to stop by
and say “Hello”!

The Last Word
As the Olympics draw to
a close, I have contemplated my grandchildren’s reaction to them.
Mary wanted to watch
the gymnastics competition, Daniel wanted to
watch the “sword
fighting,” and John had
several sports he was

hoping to see. The
younger three don’t
have much interest in
the Olympics, yet, but
they are beginning to
play sports...What has
been your favorite Olympics story? Mine (other
than grandchildren describing what they think-

ing is happening) is the
table tennis players
Melissa Tapper of Australia and Poland’s Natalia Partyka
who qualified for both
the Olympics and Paralympics. Wow! I hope my
grandchildren learn to
reach for the stars as
they have.

